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commands and put their trust in Him. Then, and then only,
did the full influence of the Synagogue in transforming the
conception of Jehovah from a national God to a God of love
and mercy, a God who listens to the cries of the least of His
children^ begin to be felt. The Pentateuch itself, or Book of
the Law, the Thora as it was called, was a composite work,
made up of old and new portions, edited and in part fabricated
in Babylon by the Scribes, and brought to Jerusalem by Ezra
in the year 444 B.C., about a hundred years after the return
from the Exile. These Scribes were the descendants of the
priestly class who had gone into captivity, but who, owing to
the impossibility of sacrificing at any other place than the
Temple at Jerusalem, had been forced to turn their attention
to the study and exposition of the Law. They were, in a word,
a kind of transformed Priests. Now when the Temple worship
was re-established at Jerusalem after the return of the exiles,
those Scribes or religious lawyers who remained behind in
Babylon, set themselves to work to bring the great mass of
Sacred Literature that had for centuries been accumulating, into
one compact and as far as possible harmonious whole. The
materials they had at hand were many and various,,
and consisted of old historical tales of the Patriarchs and Heroes
of the early world; narratives of the nation's wanderings
and exploits in peace and war, taken from the history of the
Wars of Jehovah; the old Covenant of Jehovah with His
people known as the Book of the Covenant, which had come
down from a remote past, and is now found in certain chapters
of the Book of Exodus; the new Covenant or Book of the Law
found in the Temple by Hilldah the High-priest in the time of
Josiah shortly before the Exile, and now known to us as the
Book of Deuteronomy; and the elaborate Temple ceremonial
and ritual of feasts, fasts, sacrifices, music, etc., which we see
beginning to be planned during the Exile, and taking shape in
the ideal dreams of Ezekiel, and which, during the hundred
years that followed, had been elaborated to the point of